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IN CALCUTTA
After a' period of nearly six months I had the privilege of
seeing once again the old1, familiar face, of hearing the sound of
his old familiar voice when with my friend and colleague
Shri Charubhushan Chowdhary I came down to Calcutta to
apprise Gandhiji of the situation that was developing in Noa-
khali and to seek his advice. Although Calcutta was apparently
in an ecstasy of communal amity, his mind, uncannily sensitive
to the hidden lie in the soul, was anything but restful. After
some hesitation he decided to go to Noakhali in spite of the
alarming news which continued to pour from the Punjab.
" Shall I start tomorrow morning or the day after tomorrow ? *
he asked those around him and the latter day was fixed for
departure. That evening, He who keeps watch when humanity's
vision fails, gave the warning signal. "My resolve to go to
PsToakhali has collapsed after this evening's happenings/* he
told me when I saw him that night. " I cannot go to NoakhaK
or for that matter anywhere when Calcutta is in flames. Today's
incident to me is a sign and a warning from God. You have
for the time being, therefore, to return to Noakhali without me.
You can tell the people of Noakhali that if my colleagues for
any reason cannot be there, they will find me, surely, in their
midst."                                                                                    '!
And .then casually he hinted that if the conflagration spreadf
he would have no alternative but to fast. "Have I not often:
said that there is yet another fast in store for me ?J* The rteart
d'ay was his day of silence/ Ugly news continued to pour ia-
Several deputations waited on him in the course of the day to
consult him as to what they should do to quench the fire. ** Go
in the midst of the rioters and prevent them from indulging iut
madness or get killed in the attempt. But do not coine back;,1
alive to report failure, The situation calls for sacrifice on
part of top rankers. So far the .unknown, nameless rank
file alone have been the victims of the holocaust with the
exception of the late Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthl That Is
enough,"